
 

Darnell Choir Audition Packet  

 

What is the Darnell Choir? 

The Darnell Choir is a group of third, fourth, and fifth graders who like to sing and want to improve 

their singing. This is a non-tuition-based before-school extra-curricular program and the director of the 

group is not paid for her volunteer work. The group is limited to 45 students. 

 

Is this group right for me/my child? 

There are requirements that the family and student must meet in order to become and remain a 

member. This is not an activity where students just come and go when they want. Regular 

attendance is expected and homework is given. Parents and guardians are expected to check that 

homework is done and ensure that students are at practice on time each week.  

 

Only students who are interested in learning and working at school and at home should 

participate. All students must commit to attend on a regular basis. 

 

When do we meet?  Once we begin, rehearsals will be from 8:00 AM – 8:45 AM on Wednesdays and 

are by invitation only.  

 

Audition Schedule: 

 Aug. 21-24 from 8:20-8:40 AM 

 LAST CHANCE: Aug. 24 from 8:20-8:40 AM 

 

Audition Procedure: 

1. At 8:18 AM, students will enter the school office and inform the office staff that they are going 

to audition for Choir. Parents must say goodbye to students at this time.  

2. Ms. Van Eaton will escort students to the Music Room with their completed double-sided 

audition form. Students must arrive with a completed audition form in their hand since this is 

their entrance ticket. 

3. Students will sing their choice of either “My Country Tis of Thee” or “The Star Spangled Banner” 

in small groups. Ms. Van Eaton may record the audition for grading at a later time if there are 

multiple students auditioning at the same time. 

4. Students may also sing one or more vocal exercises together or alone at Ms. Van Eaton’s 

discretion. 

 

Song Choice: Students must choose from one of the two songs shown below. Videos can be found 

online if needed. Students will sing both verses of “My Country Tis of Thee” or the first verse of “The Star 

Spangled Banner.” More points are earned for memorizing the lyrics. 

Audition Results: Students who pass their audition will receive a welcome letter on Monday, Aug. 25. 

Parents and guardians (whose email is written on the audition form) will receive an email with an 

electronic version of the letter. The first rehearsal will be held on Wednesday, August 30. The first 

rehearsal is VERY important.  

 

Questions? 

Please feel free to directly contact Ms. Van Eaton with questions or concerns. She can be reached at 

vaneaam@nv.ccsd.net or you may leave a voicemail message at (702)799-6630 Ext. 3023. Please, no 

long-distance return telephone numbers.  

 

 

 

mailto:vaneaam@nv.ccsd.net


 

Song lyric videos are available at https://www.vaneatonmusic.com/choir-info.html.  

 

 
 

 
 

  

https://www.vaneatonmusic.com/choir-info.html


This is your entrance ticket to auditions.  

You must have this with you and signed in order to attend. 
 

Choir Audition Form  

DIRECTIONS: 

 This form is required for audition attendance. It must be turned-in to Ms. Van Eaton when you 

arrive for your audition. Please do not turn it in prior to coming to your audition.  

 You MUST get your parents to complete their portions below.  

 

Student’s First Name: ____________________________ Last Name: _____________________________________ 

 

Student’s grade level and homeroom teacher’s name: 

THIRD GRADE: 

☐ Mrs. Creesy    

☐ Ms. Folle 

☐ Ms. Limbach 

☐ Mrs. Ritter 

☐ Mr. Skaggs 

 

FOURTH GRADE: 

☐ Mr. Robert Games 

☐ Mrs. Loucks  

☐ Ms. Small 

FIFTH GRADE: 

☐ Mrs. Aggersberg 

☐ Ms. Gormley 

☐ Mrs. Janette 

☐ Mr. Rowsom 

Please read each statement and check the box that is right for you. There are NO right or wrong 

answers.  

1. I was in the Darnell Choir last year.     YES ☐ NO ☐ 

2. If I don’t make Honor Choir, I’d be interested in being considered for the “wait list.”    YES ☐ NO ☐                                                                               

3. I am interested in Choir because my friends are.   YES ☐ NO ☐ 

4. PICK ONE:  I am social and I like to talk. ☐      

                    I am shy. ☐        

                    I am neither talkative or shy. ☐ 

5. I am a good student and I do my homework.    YES ☐ NO ☐ 

6. PICK ONE:  I like to sing with others. ☐     

                    I like to sing alone. ☐ 

7. I understand that Choir is a year-long activity and that we will perform a December concert, an 

April/May concert, and perform at a Music Festival.   YES ☐ NO ☐ 

8. What does the word “commitment” mean:  

 

 

 

 

9. What does the word “responsibility” mean:  

 

 

 

 

10. I understand that if my behavior is not respectful, distracts from the music, or is not kind I will be 

removed from Choir.  YES ☐ NO ☐ 

 

Take this form to your adult(s) so they can complete their portion. 

 

  



Choir Audition Form, page 2 

 

THIS PORTION IS FOR YOUR PARENT/GUARDIAN 

 

Please read each statement and check the box if you agree. 

 

1. Myself or a family member is able drop my child off at Choir rehearsal each week on time 

(drop-off is on Wednesdays from 7:55 AM to 8:00 AM). ☐ 

 

2. Myself or a family member will not drop-off my child before 7:55 AM unless we are using the 

SafeKey Service. ☐ 

 

3. Myself or a family member checks my child’s backpack once a week. ☐ 

 

4. Myself or a family member ensures that my child completes their homework. ☐ 

 

5. We are interested in our child participating and performing. ☐ 

 

6. If my child makes it into choir, we will purchase a shirt, shoes, socks, and pants for their 

uniform. ☐    

 

7. My child sings in a choir outside of school. ☐ NO ☐ YES ☐  

 

Name of choir: _____________________________________ 

 

8. My child attends private voice lessons. ☐ NO ☐ YES 

 

Name of teacher: ______________________________________ Years in lessons: __________ 

 

9. My child attends private instrument lessons. ☐ NO ☐ YES  

 

Name of teacher: ______________________________________ Years in lessons: _________ 

 

10. We do not have any family commitments on the evening of Dec. 6 and May 2. ☐    

 

 

Parent/Guardian initials: ____________  

 

You will receive an email at the address below with the audition results on the afternoon of 

August 25.  

 

Please print clearly. 

 

___________________________________________@______________________________________ 

 

 

  



DO NOT write or draw on this page. 

This is the rubric that Ms. Van Eaton will use to grade your audition. The students with the highest 

scores will be invited to join the group. 

 Ready for Choir Satisfactory Not Yet Ready for Choir 

Body 

Align-

ment 

 Relaxed 

 Correct 

 Consistent with learned 

technique  

 An error in body 

alignment either in 

posture, positioning, or 

other 

 Does not appear relaxed or 

is inconsistent 

 Needed more than one 

reminder 

Pitch 

Accu-

racy 

 Consistent 

 Accurate 

 No recognizable errors 

 Singing within the given 

key but with a few (less 

than 5) errors 

 More than 5 pitch errors 

 Incorrect tonal center 

Projec-

tion 

 Can be heard without a 

microphone 

 Follows dynamic markings 

 Healthy vocal projection, 

supported 

 Can be heard without a 

microphone  

 Does not follow dynamic 

markings (all the same 

dynamic level) 

 Healthy vocal projection 

 Not singing loud enough to 

be heard  

 Dynamic level is either too 

loud or too soft given the 

song’s dynamic markings 

Diction 

&  

Vowel 

Shape 

 All words properly shaped 

– no “ee” 

 Mouth is open three 

fingers 

 Most words properly 

shaped 

 One or two vowels need 

a little work 

 Word shape errors 

 Incorrect vowel shape 

Text 

Memory 

 Song is completely 

memorized in text and 

pitch 

 Song is memorized with 

a few errors (less than 5) 

but continues with song 

or improvises 

 More than 5 errors and/or 

missing a complete phrase 

 Stops during song and/or 

needs teacher assistance 

Musi-

cianship 

 Makes eye contact 

 Facial expression and 

presence matches song 

meaning 

 Gives entire focus to the 

performance of the song 

 Facial expression 

matches music but the 

entire focus is not on the 

performance of the 

song 

 Facial expression does not 

match 

 Focus is not on the 

performance, and/or 

performance is focused on 

something other than the 

music 

Respon-

sibility 

 On time to audition 

 All sections of the form are 

complete 

 Answers are indicative of 

choir membership 

 Late to audition  Form is incomplete 

 Initials are circumspect 

 Answers are not indicative 

of choir membership 

Colla-

boration 

 There are no behavior 

issues from previous years 

(teacher memory or 

student record) that 

would hinder group 

collaboration  

 There are only one or 

two minor behaviors 

 There is a behavior concern 

that would interrupt the 

collaboration  

Teacher notes:  


